EXPERIMENT #4 TEACHER PLan

Prayer + Gratitude

Microscope
Acts 12:1-14

Energy
Give thanks in al circumstances; for this is God’s will for

you in Christ Jesuys, (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

Hypotheses

electronic device on which to play videos. *Vake sure thatyou have g pupilbook handy (as you
will need to refer to it for instructions or activities that are not present in the teacher book).

TECH HELP(S) E
Access the video “The Power of g Praying Church” at https:/fwww, youtube.com/ 3
watch?v=8F TIM-qZb78 for the class to watch. Be prepared to say, “The power of @
apraying church is what js needed in our world today. Let’s listen to g short video, v
While listening, Jjot down points that speak to your heart and be prepared for g
quick discussion follo wing the video. If time allows, invite the students to share key
points learned from the video. Use your discretion to determine how long the conversation should
go before diving into today’s lesson,

Acts 12:1-14

11t was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, inteng-
ing to persecute them,

2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.

3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter alsg.

6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,

side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fel| off Peter’s wrists.
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so, “Wrap your
cloak around you and folloyy me,"the angel told him.,
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9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing
was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. :

10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one
street, suddenly the angel left him.

11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now | know without a doubt that the Lord has sent
his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were
hoping would happen

12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying.

13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door,
14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it
and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”

Elements

The early church experienced persecution in varied levels of intensity throughout its history.
There were periods of calm (as recorded in Acts 9:31), followed by periods of extreme tribu-
lation that caused Christians to leave Jerusalem and relocate to places such as Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch. During times of high persecution, church leaders were often arrested,
and many were killed. Today’s lesson is a reminder of the importance of praying for church
leaders and others who stand for justice, and of taking every opportunity to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ and His gift of salvation to the world.

Variables

* Rescued: saved from a da ngerous or distressing situation.

 Trial: a formal examination of evidence before a judge and, typically, before a jury, to
decide guilt in criminal or civil proceedings.

EXPERIMENT INTERACTIVE LESSON PLAN

Welcome and Warm-up

Greet the class. Restate your name and then allow time for the students to do the same—ex-
tending a warm welcome to any new studen ts/visitors to class and allowing them to introduce
themselves. Ask for a volunteer to take attendance. Next, open the class period with prayer.
Warm-up Activity: Say, “Search the Internet to find Bible verses that mention and/or instruct
Christians on prayer. Choose one Bible verse and, in your own words, share with the class how we
can apply the verse to everyday life.” Allow time for activity completion and discussion.,

Examination
Invite volunteers to take turns reading aloud parts of the biblical exposition in this section.

In today’s lesson, King Herod set his heart to intentionally destroy the church because he
knew that doing so would please the Jews, who had political influence and rrestige in the region.
James, the brother of John, was executed during this plot. King Herod rejected the teachings
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of the early church and, just like the kings before him, his primary focus was to-win the favor of
the Jewish hierarchy.

When King Herod saw that James’ death pleased the people, he had Peter arrested also.
Peter’s arrest happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which was one of the three an-
nual Jewish celebrations that God commanded Israel to celebrate in Jerusalem. This mandatory
gathering was the perfect time for King Herod to show his loyalty to Jewish leaders and display

his disdain for the church and its leaders.
According to verse 4, Peter was arrested and put into prison. Because Peter was recognized

as a high-value prisoner, four squads of soldiers were assigned to him. Each squad consisted of
four guards and changed every four hours. King Herod's plan was to subject Peter to a public
trial and then publicly execute him when he was found guilty of breaking the Jewish Law.

While these events were happening, the Jerusalem church was praying for Peter. The saints
took the matter of Peter’s arrest to God. The text does not indicate the number of people who
prayed for Peter, but only that the church prayed earnestly and continually.

As Peter remained in prison, bound in chains and surrounded by guards, an angel of the Lord
appeared. Miraculously, the guards could not hear or see anything. The angel commanded Peter
to get up, put on his clothes and sandals, wrap his cloak around him, and quickly follow him as
he led the way out of the prison. Peter followed the angel’s instructions, though it felt like he was
dreaming. Verse 11 states that Peter came to himself. At this point Peter was fully awake and aware
of his deliverance from prison. After realizing that he had experienced a miracle, Peter went to the
home of John Mark's mother where a group of believers were gathered for prayer. Everyone was
astonished to see Peter alive and well. Like the prayer warriors in the text, modern-d ay believers
should be people of faith who believe that God answers the prayers of those who seek His will.

Catalysts

Discuss the question(s)/statement(s) posed in this section of the pupil book to prompt reflection,
elicit responses, and highlight the main points of the story.

1. Why did King Herod have James killed and Peter arrested?

2. While Peter was in prison, believers were praying. How did God answer their prayers?

Synthesis
Invite a few students to take turns reading aloud the different parts of the story to the class.

Pastor Zavion, Maleah, Bryson, and Adrian proved to be a dynamic, tight-knit team. To-
gether, they had already completed most tasks for the outreach event. Pastor Zavion knew
that God had divinely orchestrated his introduction to Bryson. Bryson was just the help the
church needed, and his friendliness and love for people made it easy for him to work well with
everyone on the various committees.

Pastor Zavion and Maleah were heading downtown to meet with a musical group that
volunteered to perform at the outreach event. On the way, Maleah started to receive text no-
tifications on her cell phone—of which Pastor Zavion jokingly said, “Whoever he is, he is really
trying to get in touch with you!”

Maleah was silent as she read through the text messages. She finally responded to her
grandfather, who had delivered the disturbing news of Bryson’s arrest. Bryson had participatad
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in a protest that erupted in gun violence, leaving one person with life-threatening injuries and
several others seriously wounded. One of the text messages indicated that the police were
trying to blame Bryson for inciting a riot.

Bryson was a well-known community activist who was deeply committed to speaking

even involved in the protest. He was just some random guy on a mission to cause chaos.
The police officers at the scene questioned witnesses byt jumped to their own conclusions
about what happened

Briefly explain.
2. In what ways does your local church support community activism, particularly to bring at-
tention to matters impacting the unhoused?

BLack History ScienTisT

Explain that Dr. James £qr King Hildreth is an fmmunologist with
notable contributions to the medical field, particularly in Hv/
AIDS resegrch.

James Earl King Hildreth
(Born December 27,1956)

James Hildreth was born December 27,1956, in Camden, Arkan-
sas. The death of his father dueto renal cancerinspired Hildreth to
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hold a full-tenured professorship in basic research at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.
He is the twelfth president and chief executive officer of Meharry Medical College. In March
2020, Hildreth proposed a COVID-19 testing initiative for minority communities, leading to
Meharry’s running testing centers for Nashville, Tennessee.

REACTANT 1

Won't He Do It?

This activity will help the students reflect on biblical examples of answered prayers. Reading the
various Bible verses should assure the participants that God always has responded and will con-
tinue to respond to the prayers of His people. Responses will vary.

REACTANT 2

Prayer-focused

Invite the students to partner up for a brains torming session focusing on ideas to increase believers’
prayer lives individually and corporately. Remind the students that today’s lesson highlights the power
of corporate prayer, though many churches do not emphasize this practice. Ask volunteers to share
aloud their thoughts and ideas on this topic.

EXTRA REACTANT (Complete the activity [not found in the pupil book] only as time permits.)
You're it!

Say, “Reflect on the strategies and actions you discussed that can assist you in praying, obeying, and
believing God. Select one of those ideas and hold that thought. Now we are going to play a round
of You're It When I point to you, stand and share your selected idea. Start your response by stating,
Twill keep praying by .. ; "I will keep obeying if1...; and so forth, Let’s start with this example: | will
keep praying by scheduling specific daily prayer times in a work planner.” Allow time for the studen ts
to complete the activity and then to share their ideas.

Saturation
An application statement is a learning objective to help students understand and apply what they
have studied. For this section, invite a volunteer to read aloud the daily life application.

Peter’s release from prison was an answer to specific prayer. When Peter showed up, however, some
who had been praying for him found it unbelievable. Christians should be people of faith, always trust-
ing that God will answer the prayers of those who seek Him. When you pray, expect God to answer,

Results
Invite one or more students to respond to the following statement(s)/question(s) aloud:

Write down a prayer plan that you will use to increase your prayer life. Post your prayer plan
someplace that is easily visible as a daily reminder.

Solution

Invite the students to stand up and/or bow their heads forprayer. Youora volunteer may lead a short
closing prayer. A suggested prayer has been provided (below and in the pupil book). Thank everyone
for coming and invite them to attend the next session.

Lord, increase our desire to pray for our families, church, and community, and the entire world.
We ask this in Jesus’name. Amen.



